
  Eccentric genius or repentant sinner? 
Sacred madrigals for five voices by Carlo Gesualdo  

Rory McCleery online for the Southern Early Music Forum  
 

Carlo Gesualdo (1566-1613), Prince of Venosa and Count of 
Conza, is remembered chiefly today for the eccentricities of 
both his life and of his surviving musical compositions; no single 
event affected perceptions of Gesualdo and his music more 
powerfully than the gruesome murder of his first wife, Donna 
Maria D’Avalos, and her lover, Fabrizio Carafa, the Duke of 
Andria. 

In this Zoom workshop, Rory McCleery will focus on Gesualdo's 
collection of motets for 5 voices. He’ll illustrate how, in these 
works, Gesualdo combined mellifluous polyphony after the 
style of Palestrina with idiosyncratic word-painting techniques 
learnt from the composers of Ferrara (Rore, Luzzaschi, de Wert 
and others). This combination of styles sheds a fascinating light 
on Gesualdo’s approach to composition. The Ferrarese 
composers used chromaticisms and dynamic rhythms to great 
effect – but Gesualdo takes these to extremes!  

 

Thursday 10th March 2022 at 7.30pm on Zoom 

Balducci’s Il perdono di Gesualdo 

HOW TO BOOK 

Please book online: click here to book, fill in the form, and click “SUBMIT” at the end. The form will also 
be available from the SEMF website. Minimum charge £5 (additional donations welcome – see booking 
form). Please pay by bank transfer if possible. Payment details are on the booking form. 

If you book in advance, a recording will be available to view for up to two weeks after the event. 

On the next page you’ll find a few “Tips for Zoom”. This includes important stuff on Zoom etiquette 

during the session, so please read this - even if you’re a Zoom expert! 

 

Rory McCleery is the founder and Artistic Director of The Marian Consort and has conducted the ensemble in 
concert across the UK, Europe, and North America. Under his direction, The Marian Consort has recorded 
extensively and has become renowned internationally for its compelling interpretations of a wide range of 
repertoire, contemporary as well as “early music”.  

A chorister at St Mary’s Episcopal Cathedral, Edinburgh, Rory read music at Oxford (as both Organ and Domus 
Academic scholar) before completing an MSt in Musicology with Distinction.  

He is much in demand as a guest conductor, choral consultant and workshop leader, has written articles for both 
specialist academic publications and broadsheet newspapers, and appears regularly on BBC Radio 3. He is also 
active as a countertenor soloist, performing in concerts, recordings, and broadcasts around Europe. Rory is a 
passionate believer in the importance of music education and singing for young people and is co-founder with his 
wife, the harpist Rachel Wick, of the Dunster Festival in West Somerset. 

Scores will be sent to participants in advance, so that you 
can sing - or play - along with the music (muted) if you wish. 

https://forms.gle/j8jN5ZJxCRdSQjSD7


 

Tips for Zoom: 

1. Make sure you have the most up to date version of Zoom – otherwise you may have problems 
connecting properly. You can download the current version from  https://zoom.us/ or from your phone 
or tablet’s App store. There are frequent updates so do check. 

2. A day or two before the event, you’ll be sent an email with a link to the Zoom meeting.  Contact the 
organiser (Pat Stewart) at chair@semf.org.uk if you haven’t received this by the day of the event! 

Click on the link in this email to join the meeting, and if required, enter the ID and passcode information 
for the meeting. Make sure it’s your name which is going to be displayed, not something like ‘iPad5’! 
You can’t join the meeting until the meeting Host has opened it and has let you in from the “waiting 
room”.  

4. Mute/Unmute (the small microphone symbol). Your sound will be muted by the Host once the 
presentation begins but you can unmute yourself to applaud or if the host invites you to ask a question.  
Please stay muted during the presentation. 

5. Chat (the white speech bubble symbol usually at the bottom of the black Zoom screen, or under 3 
dots on IPads). This allows you to type a question or comment to Everyone or just to one participant if 
you select them by name. It can also be used to send a relevant message during the presentation or to 
ask a question.   Please don’t send general messages to ‘Everyone’ during the presentation. 

6. Questions for the presenter will normally be selected by the Host and/or the presenter from 
messages written into Chat. If time allows, the Host may invite you to unmute yourself to ask your 
question.  

Notes for Zoom novices: 

a) Camera: if you wish to be seen, turn on your camera when prompted (white video camera icon). If 
you do not wish to be seen (remember that the event will be recorded) you can turn your camera off. 

b) Gallery/Speaker View: Once you’ve joined the meeting choose between Gallery View (which shows 
small screens of all participants (good for seeing your friends and who else is present), or Speaker View 
(best once the presentation starts). 

c) Zoom works on PCs, laptops, tablets or smartphones but the larger the screen size the better the 
experience. If you have a PC with an internet connection but no webcam or microphone, you can still 
watch the session and ask questions via text “chat”. 
 

https://zoom.us/

